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The agreements signed at SPIEF 
2021 will yield the region over 
RUB  150  bn in investment and 
4,000 jobs.

The Saint Petersburg Inter-
national Economic Forum 
(SPIEF 2021) was held from 2 

to  5  June. The Tula Region delega-
tion took part in a plenary session 
with the President of Russia, as well 
as over 100 meetings and sessions 
to discuss issues of relevance to 
businesses and 
the government.

‘Agreements on 
cooperation in 
various spheres 
were concluded 
with the author-
ities and high-
er educational 
institutions, as 
well as 26  con-
tracts worth over RUB 150 bn. The 
agreements have been worked out 
thoroughly. These are not just inten-
tions, but firm decisions by investors 
to implement their projects on the 
Tula land. This will allow for creating 
over 4,000  new  jobs in the region. 
The investment projects will be im-
plemented in the Shchekino, Uzlo-
vaya, Chern, Volovo, Kimovsk, and 
Bogoroditsk districts, as well as in 
Tula, Novomoskovsk, Yefremov and 
Aleksin,’ said Aleksey Dyumin, Gover-
nor of the region.

What are these projects and how 
will they affect the lives of Tula res-
idents?

A new district for 
25,000 residents

The investment project to build a 
new microdistrict in Tula is planned 
to be implemented by Tri Es Novaya 
Tula LLC. Apartment buildings with 
a total area of over 700,000  sq.  m 
will be constructed in the village 
of Nizhnyaya Kitaevka. The investor 
plans to invest about RUB 40 bn in 
the project. Within 10 years, a micro-
district for about 25,000 people will 
be built. A portion of the new flats 
will be used for social programmes, 
including relocation of residents 
from dilapidated buildings and pro-
viding housing for orphans.

New jobs

Tula Region will produce polylactic 
acid, one of the most promising bio-
polymers with low environmental 
impact. Plant_Space LLC is to invest 
RUB 16 bn in the construction of a 
high-tech plant with an annual ca-

Tula Кegion will be included in the Golden Ring of Russia, 
and Cherkizovo sausage will be made in Yefremov

pacity of 30,000  tonnes, which will 
be an evolutionary step in tackling 
the challenges of the Ecology na-
tional project in the Tula Region. 
It is planned to create more than 
160 jobs there.

ABB Power Grids will create a 
high-tech cluster in the Uzlovaya 
SEZ for manufacturing electrical 
equipment for the power indus-
try. The investment will amount to 
RUB 2 bn.

Kireyevsk Salt Works already 
opened a salt production facili-
ty a fortnight ago with a yearly 
capacity of 90,000  tonnes. Over 
RUB 3.2 bn have been invested, and 
130 new jobs created. The new agree-
ment calls for another RUB 3 bn to 
be invested in the Extra grade salt 
production project with a yearly 
capacity of 160,000 tonnes and the 
creation of around 100 new jobs.

Vozrozhdeniye is investing 
RUB  1.6  bn in the construction of 
a grain elevator. There are plans to 
create 70 new jobs.

FomLine LLC will launch a plant 
in the Uzlovaya SEZ to produce 
polyurethane foam and components 
for furniture, mattresses and sleep 
products. The investment volume is 
RUB 7 bn.

One of the biggest projects of 
SPIEF 2021 is the construction 
of a meat-processing cluster by 
Cherkizovo Group in the Yefremov 
SEZ. Investments are estimated at 
RUB 56 bn, and 3,200 new jobs will 
be created.

Essity, one of the world leaders in 
hygiene and health products, plans 
to launch the third stage of its fac-
tory in Sovetsk and move a number 
of production lines to the factory in 
Venev. Up to RUB 1.57 bn will be in-
vested in the project.

Yuzhmorryblot, one of the leaders 
in the production of high-quality 
fish products in Russia, will build a 
logistics centre in the Zarechenskiy 
District of Tula. It is planned to in-
vest up to RUB 500 mn and create 
40 new jobs.

Transneft to upgrade rural 
schools...

Aleksey Dyumin and Transneft Pres-
ident Nikolay Tokarev signed an 
agreement on the socio-economic 
development of settlements in the 
Tula Region. Transneft is a socially 
responsible partner of Tula Region. 
The company has supported the re-
gion in the purchase of mobile medi-
cal complexes and equipping educa-
tional institutions in remote settle-
ments. Under the 
new agreement, 
infrastructure at 
rural schools with 
a small number 
of pupils is to be 
modernised.

There is a 
unique school in 
the village of Monastyrschino. Today, 
it is only a small village with a small 
school, but three Heroes of the Sovi-
et Union came from this village and 
this very school. As far as the devel-
opment of territories is concerned, the 
first issue is always the vital social 
infrastructure: a school and a hospi-
tal. In Monastyrschina, at Kulikovo 
Pole, a museum has been created with 
unique jobs for Kimovsk and Kurkino 
districts. However, it is important not 
only to provide jobs but also to make 
sure that education and medical care 
are equally available to the citizens 
of big towns and small villages. If 

schools like ours are indeed to be re-
constructed by the state corporation, 
it is a great thing!’ Vladimir Gritsenko, 
director of the Kulikovo Pole museum 
and member of the Civic Chamber of 
Tula Region, believes.

...and Lukoil to support the 
road construction industry

Aleksey Dyumin and Vagit Alek-
perov, the president of Lukoil PJSC, 
have agreed to cooperate in increas-
ing the efficiency of the fuel and 
energy complex in the region and 
developing the road facilities.

The oil company intends to sup-
ply the Tula Region with modern oil 
bitumen, polymer/bitumen binders 
and bitumen emulsions, as well as 
other bitumen-based materials for 
road construction in the region. This 
will increase the service life of pav-
ing. By the way, the use of innovative 
noise-absorbing bitumen started in 
cooperation with the Tula Region. 
The region is also interested in the 
further development of its filling 
station network, 
which is import-
ant for regulating 
the prices of pe-
troleum products.

Probably the 
best news for all 
motorists in Tula 
and the region 
is that the latest 
materials and technologies to be 
supplied by Lukoil will now be used 
for construction and repair of roads,’ 
Yaroslav Muravskiy, a businessman, 
member of the Civic Chamber of Tula 
Region, and activist of the Main Road 
non-governmental organisation be-
lieves.

Investment in environmental 
production ...

EuroChem will invest some 
RUB 17 bn in projects to implement 
the best available technologies and 
create new production facilities at 
Novomoskovsk AZOT JSC and Novo-
moskovsk Chlorine LLC. The com-
pany is implementing the green 
energy principles, and the signed 
agreement is aimed at modernising 
the production and reducing the 
consumption of resources. The vol-
ume of investment will be around 
RUB 17 bn.

... and sports in Tula

The Ministry of Sport of the Rus-
sian Federation will finance the 
campaigns under the Demography 
national project in the Tula Region. 
This was agreed by Aleksey Dyumin 
and the Minister of Sports of the 
Russian Federation Oleg Matytsin. 
The agreement provides for the co-
operation in the implementation 
of the Sport as Life Norm federal 
project within the framework of the 
Demography National Project, in-
cluding the organisation and fund-
ing of sports events, as well as the 
construction of 
infrastructure.

It will be great 
if the Ministry of 
Sports helps us 
build the athletic 
infrastructure. Tula 
should become 
the cycling capi-
tal of Russia. We 
need the reconstruction of our oldest 
cycle track, as well as the creation of 
cycling infrastructure, the Leo Tolstoy 

cycle highway, and other routes of in-
terest for athletes and tourists,’ says 
Denis Voroshnin, a cycling activist 
and member of the regional Civic 
Chamber.

Tourism development

Tula Region will be included in the 
Greater Golden Ring of Russia. An 
agreement to this effect was signed 
by the head of Rostourism Zarina 
Doguzova and the heads of Vladimir, 
Ivanovo, Kaluga, Kostroma, Moscow, 
Ryazan, Tver, Tula, and Yaroslavl re-
gions.

‘The Golden Ring is a brand 
traditionally associated with the 
rich history and culture of Rus-
sia both at home and abroad. The 
Tula Region, in turn, is a genuine 
treasure trove of Russian culture, 
hardly inferior in its potential to 
other regions. These days, we say: 
‘If you want to understand Russia, 
start with Tula.’ I am sure that the 

agreement will help us open Tula 
to more visitors,’ noted Aleksey 
Dyumin.

Participation 
in such massive 
federal projects 
is always a huge 
step forward. Af-
ter all, in order to 
be recognised, a 
region, just like 
a person, needs 
to be known and 
present everywhere. This will attract 
an inflow of tourists to the Tula Re-
gion, and consequently create op-
portunities for small and medium 
businesses. Competition for tourists 
with neighbouring regions will im-
prove the quality of services,’ believes 
Sergey Kuznetsov, an entrepreneur, 
member of the Civic Chamber of the 
Tula Region, and creator of the Fili-
monovo toy museum.

Shchekinoazot implements 
new projects

At the XXIV Saint Petersburg Inter-
national Economic Forum, Governor 
Aleksey Dyumin and Boris Sokol, 
President of Shchekinoazot, signed 
an agreement to establish a new 
production facility for a multilayer 
non-woven fabric for medical pur-
poses, utilising Meltblown (spun-
bond, SSMS) technology.

According to Aleksey Dyumin, 
Shchekinoazot, a leader of the Eu-
ropean chemical industry, is a mod-
ern, dynamically developing com-
pany that actively participates in 
industrial programmes of the Tula 
Region and Russia. It is a strategic 
partner of the regional govern-
ment. The investment in the new 
production facility with an annual 
capacity of 8,640 tonnes will exceed 
RUB 500 mn. The project will signifi-
cantly increase the output of special 
products that are in particular de-

mand when dealing with infectious 
diseases.

The government of the Tula Re-
gion and myself will continue to 
provide comprehensive support to 
Shchekinoazot in implementing this 
and other projects,’ Aleksey Dyumin 
stressed.

Over the past 16  years, the com-
pany has implemented 16  major 
investment projects with a total 
investment of $1  bn. Until  2024, 
Shchekinoazot plans to invest a 
further $1  bn in production devel-
opment. In  2021, Shchekinoazot 
will commission its third metha-
nol unit with a yearly capacity of 
500,000  tonnes. The company will 
become the leader in methanol pro-
duction in Russia and Europe.

Boris Sokol thanked the Governor 
and the Government of Tula Region 
for the support of the next project of 
Shchekinoazot:

‘Today, when the coronavirus has 
not yet been defeated, it is very 
important to be able to manufac-
ture sufficient volumes of products 
required to combat new dangerous 
infections. We have engaged in this 
work simultaneously with the im-
plementation of other investment 
projects. Governmental tasks aimed 
to protect the health and lives of the 
people have always been and will 
be a priority for our company.

The project will contribute to the 
development of productive power 
in the region, the introduction of 
advanced technologies, and the cre-
ation of new jobs.

Shchekinoazot plans to start the 
investment project at the industrial 
site of its Pervomayskiy Branch in 
summer 2021 and finish it by sum-
mer 2023. Pervomayskiy Branch was 
founded in  2007. In  2009, the pro-

duction of non-woven fabrics util-
ising Spunbond technology with a 
yearly capacity of 3,600 tonnes was 
set up there. Today, the company is 
a major producer of nonwovens. It 
plans to further increase its output.

Gazprombank partnership

Shchekinoazot and Gazprombank 
agreed to implement an invest-
ment programme on ESG lending 
principles.

At SPIEF 2021, Shchekinoazot en-
tered into an agreement to finance 
the construction of a production fa-
cility for concentrated low-methanol 
formalin at the company’s industrial 
site. The agreement was signed by 
Boris Sokol, President of Shcheki-
noazot, and Aleksey Belous, Deputy 
Chairman of the Management Board 
of Bank GPB (JSC).

Technical formalin is an indis-
pensable product for medicine, ag-
riculture, textile and paper produc-
tion. It is also used in the chemical, 
metallurgical, and petroleum in-
dustries. The capacity of the plant 
is to amount to 110,000 tonnes per 
year. In the future, the raw mate-
rial will be further processed into 
urea-formaldehyde and urea-me-
thylamine-formaldehyde resins. 
They are widely used in construc-
tion and wood processing (produc-
tion of chipboard, fibreboard and 
plywood).

The agreement also provides 
for financing the construction of a 
non-woven fabric production plant. 
The combined budget of the two 
projects is about RUB  4.4  bn. The 
projects will be implemented in 
compliance with ESG principles.

Another framework agreement 
signed by the parties relates to 
ESG lending in general. In accor-
dance with it, the Bank’s specialists 
will provide advisory assistance in 
introducing Environmental, Social, 
Governance standards into Shchek-
inoazot’s operations.

‘These days, we focus on eco-
nomic development, based on ESG 
principles. Businesses become even 
more responsible, while the world 
becomes greener! At Shchekinoazot, 
we are not only changing our pro-
duction processes and technologies, 
but we are also rethinking the ap-
proaches to the established work 
organisation, corporate culture and 
management practices. The increase 
of production capacities and the 
idea of global well-being direct us 
towards investing more and more 
by the year into environmental pro-
grammes and projects for nature 
conservation, ensuring industrial 
safety, fighting climate risks and tak-
ing care of the people,’ stressed Boris 
Sokol.

The main event of SPIEF 2021 was a session with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin

The region’s display presented the New Tula project. Tula Region is a pilot 
ground for the use of infrastructure bonds.

One of the Tula Region’s stands was an interactive samovar, designed to tell the 
visitors about the region’s history.

Vladimir Putin 
announced the 
expansion of the 
family mortgage 
programme with a 
6% interest rate at 
SPIEF 2021. Putin 
also suggested 
extending the 
subsidised 
mortgage 
programme 
(7% interest rate) 
until 1 July 2022 
with a maximum 
mortgage amount 
of RUB 3 mn for all 
Russian regions.

Boris Sokol, Shchekinoazot President: ‘Our company has always prioritised 
people’s health and safety.’
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Tula Region ranks 4th in investment rating
The National Investment Rat-
ing for Regions was presented at 
SPIEF. Based on the rating, the Tula 
Region is one of the top five re-
gions with the best investment cli-
mate, occupying the fourth place. 
Compared to 2020, we dropped by 
one place. The top spot went to 
Moscow, second, to the Republic 
of Tatarstan, third, to the Tyumen 
Region, and fifth, to the Republic of 
Bashkortostan.

Svetlana Chupsheva, General 
Director of the Agency for Stra-
tegic Initiatives for New Projects 
Promotion, noted that the nation-
al investment rating has become 

an effective tool for the business 
environment over the past eight 
years:

‘The key areas 
in summing up 
the rating were 
the issuance of 
construction per-
mits and con-
nection to utility 
infrastructure, the 
satisfaction of 
small businesses in obtaining mu-
nicipal leased space, and pressure 
on businesses.’

Andrey Belousov, First Deputy 
Chairman of the Russian Govern-

ment, noted that the Tula Region 
in recent years has become a plat-
form for testing various innova-
tions in improving the business 
climate.

‘The Tula Re-
gion is steadily 
ranking in the top 
five of the rating. 
This is a great 
a c h i e v e  m e n t 
of the regional 
government and 
particularly of 
Governor Aleksey 
Dyumin,’ said An-
drey Belousov.


